What History Forgot 

A Japanese Amateur Radio operator provided 
vital communications assistance to the Signal 
Corp after a bomb cut their communications 
link on Dec. 7, 1941. The following excerpt 
from the November 2013 issue of QRZ News 
describes the incident. The complete article is 
available in the newsletter archive on the 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Radio Club 
(SPARC) web site. 

“Within a half hour after the first bombs fell in 
Hawaii, the Signal Aircraft Warning Company, 
Hawaii, had manned all six radar stations and 
the information center. About 10:00 a bomb 
blast cut the telephone wires leading from the 
Waianae station radar to the information center. 
The Waianae station commander at once sent a 
detail of his men to the nearest town where they 
confiscated a small 40-watt transmitter and 
antenna, together with the Japanese operator, 
who was prevailed upon to help install the set 
in the station. By 11:00 the Waianae radar 
station was communicating with the 
information center by radio. 1 ” 

The Japanese operator must have been an 
Amateur Radio licensee, else how would the 
signal officer have known about him. The 
radar station was on a 2000’ hill just east of 

1 "The Signal Corps: The Test" pp 6-7 


Waianae which is on the west coast of Oahu. 
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Does anyone know who the operator was? 
Please contact W3FEY@arrl.net. 

I think I know who the Japanese operator was, 
but I cannot find proof. By searching old 
Callbook records, only one Japanese operator 
can be found close enough to the Waianae 
radar site to have been found and pressed into 
service in just an hour. That operator is 
Charles Shinkatsu Nakamine, K6RPN, in 1941. 

The Nakamine homestead was and still is at the 
bottom of the hill where the radar was installed. 
No one in the family remembers Charles ever 
talking about what happened on Dec. 7, 1941. 
Assuming Charles was the operator, he had just 
seen a top secret radar installation and would 
have been told that he must keep the 
information a total secret. Telling anyone 
would have caused huge problems for everyone 
involved. 

The information was not declassified and 
reports published as cited in the original 2013 
QRZ News article until long after the war was 
over. It is unlikely that Charles was aware of 
that publication. 

Charles Nakamine is very interesting. Charles 
graduated from William McKinley High 
School in Honolulu circa 1939. The School 
had a radio club station K6YAL. 




W6YAK — Los Angeles Junior College Radio Club. B. A. 

Engman, 855 N.Vermont Av.,Los Angeles.Calif. 
K6YAL — McKinley H. S. Radio Club. Roy T. Koba- 
yashi. 1031 S. King St., Honolulu. T. H. 
W6YAQ — Sequoia Union High School Radio Club, 
Carl W Olson. Redwood Citv. Calif. 
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A club page from Charles’ High School 
yearbook for K6YAL is displayed at the end of 
this article. Charles is in the lower right corner 
of the photo. The club call sign is a 
typographical error in the yearbook. 

Clues to who the Japanese operator was 
probably still exist in the after action reports in 
the National Archives. When I see 
documentaries on TV produced by the 
American History Channel, I am amazed at 
what their researchers can find. For example, 
how effective the Japanese balloon fire 
bombing in the Pacific Northwest was and 
covered up with maximum secrecy for obvious 
reasons. 

Unless someone with the time and inclination 
to dig into after action reports steps forward, 
this as far as this story will go. I don’t like 
loose ends, but there is no more that I can 
do. 73, 

George, W3FEY 


See Yearbook photo next page. 
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